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for Missionaries &Their Families Fall 2011
“MRC TCK Re-Entry Retreat”. . .Just a few weeks apat phrase was just an awkward string i el gL

acronyms to me; now, just a few days after theeclaf the 2011 re-entry retreat, it is imbued w

memories of great fun, intense growth, and richtire@hships.

To say that God’s hand was on this retreatidvba shameless understatement; His guidandgis

and care were resoundingly clear throughout thataur of the
retreat. One week before the retreat was to begirhad a staff Yo A
= | member withdraw; within 48 hours, we had a replazettined up, one whose personality was

§=—| exactly what we needed to round out a very stréal§. §he kids were open to bonding with staff

= and each other, and were very intentional aboWisgéo support one another as they processed
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matter how seemingly insignificant; a few daysiaédter they had had a chance to talk about -
with each other and in small groups, we had a “tesemony” at which participants were given theapp ..3; _
nity to explain their losses to the group and h#eegroup affirm that those losses, no matter hoalls do
matter. It was an extremely rich evening, frauglihwears, yet laced with gratitude for relatiomshexperi- [3;
enced and hope of relationships to come.

As retreat facilitators, Jessica and | wengitg that the retreat would foster relationshigst ttould be :
continued post-retreat so the participants woulcresupport network to help them throughout taadition
process. While the retreat was laid out to fadéitalationship-building, it was really the willingss of the kids to open up to eagh
other that created the sense of group unity argkokess that was felt throughout the retreat, andwias thus far carried over to

their college lives. Since the retreat ended, tiéigipants have been actively communicating

| through a Facebook group they initiated, as wellsisg Skype and phone calls to stay connectef
! and to encourage one another.  —-Lauren

Based on what has happened in previous ywarexpect these relationships to continue for a
long time. Thank you for your prayers for the safnd health of staff and students. We also giye
thanks for the two grants given that helped usniimelly for the retreat.

PRAISE REPORTS:
@ Ten new family units that we know of have settledhie Columbia area for a period of time.
They have been aware of our services and havelaatieis!

PRAYER REQUESTS:
® Continue to pray for MRC as we expand our services.

* Pray for the two high mileage cars we use to keeping ,and for more cars or replacements thabean
loaned to missionaries during their time in Coluabi

* Annual Board Meeting—Sept. 24th

are invited to come as your schedule parraall the office for more details.

® Luncheon for women with a heart for missions —Sggth at noon at Kate and Marion Davis’ home. dfiylid not receive a
postcard, let us know and we can give yothér information.

* The 10th Annual Banquet is Nov. 11th. This is fusde who are pre-field, on home assignment, irsttian, retired, or
interested in missions. It's a time of tksgiving and encouragement.
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