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Beloved, you do faithfully whatever you do for the friends, 
even though they are strangers to you;...we ought to sup-
port such people so that we may become co-workers with 

the truth. 3 John 5, 8 

            We have been discussing what Missionary Member Care involves and why it is needed in our past couple of 
newsletters.  In this edition we take a look at the third of six stages of a missionary’s career. 
Stage Three:  Entry into the Country and First Term of Service 

Now that funds have been raised and the missionary is ready to leave, there are the details of getting a passport 
and visa, scheduling a departure date and obtaining airline tickets, saying good-bye to friends and family, then travel-
ing to a country about which the new missionary may know very little.  Landing in that country, the missionary is 
hopefully met by experienced missionaries who will help with the transition into the work.  Finding appropriate hous-
ing, learning about the culture, often trying to learn a new language, being advised on cultural expectations and princi-
ples having to do with health, safety, shopping, transportation and a myriad of unexpected details can be quite daunting 
for the new missionary.  The first term can be both an exciting time and a discouraging time of feeling like a child hav-
ing to learn all the important facets of living in this new world.  At times it is difficult to find the right mentor and 
guide for this transition time, and it is during this first term that missionaries often begin wondering, “Why am I here?  
Did I make a mistake?  Am I cut out for this type of work, and did God really call me?”  It is a time of trying to de-
velop new friendships, of adjusting to culture shock, of fighting off new and often exotic diseases, a time of joys, sor-
row, pressures and either confirmation and affirmation or loneliness, discouragement and depression.  Often it is a 
combination of all of the above, often leaving the new missionary with a sense of confusion, a riot of mixed feelings 
and putting a lot of pressure on him/her and any accompanying family members.  It is also during this first time that 
missionaries are astonished and dismayed to see old and at times negative habits and patterns emerge which had previ-
ously been overcome.  The first term is definitely a time of significant challenges, hopefully accompanied by joys and 
affirmations and comfort which help carry them through the trying times. 

Stage Four will be discussed in the Winter newsletter. 
       -Dr. Dave Wickstrom on Missionary Member Care: 

                                                       From Cradle to Grave—part 2, stage 3 
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Beloved, you do faithfully whatever you do for the friends, 
even though they are strangers to you;...we ought to sup-
port such people so that we may become co-workers with 

the truth. 3 John 5, 8 

We are breaking from the continuing series of Dr. Wickstrom’s article on Missionary Member Care, From Cradle to Grave, in  
order to give an update on the workings of MRC this past summer. We will return to the series next newsletter.   
 
The following is an excerpt from Rhonda’s (Resource Coordinator) newsletter.  “This has been the busiest summer at MRC yet!!! 
The Lord is at work among the nations and He is bringing many to Columbia for a time such as this. This summer brought 15 new 
families that have settled here for home service, 7 requests for the use of MRC’s cars, and many more requests for doctors, den-
tists, furniture, and used cars. 
 
It has been so exciting to see the Lord network the Body of Christ to provide for all the requests and needs for the missionaries. 
We are grateful for those who have helped furnish two homes and presently we are partnering with NE Pres to furnish another 
mission home. 
 
Also, the Lord has broadened MRC’s borders. This summer we are working with two cross-cultural missionary families that are 
non-American. The Lord has brought them here to study at CIU (Columbia International University) in order to be better equipped 
for ministry in their area of service. It has been truly amazing to see America through “fresh eyes” as they experience culture 
shock and adjusting to American culture. Culture shock is universal!!!” 
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PRAISE REPORTS:  

-We were able to fill the needs of so 
many missionaries who contacted us 

-Two successful MK Re-entry Retreats 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS: 
-Stamina for MRC staff for the fall  

activities 
-Financial support for our ministry 

 MK Re-entry Retreats Report 
 
What a privilege it has been to journey with 37 MKs (Missionary Kids) 
and 14 staff through two MK Re-entry Retreats this summer. The Lord 
has proved so faithful through the whole process of planning and running 
the retreats. Thank you for all your prayers and support. 
 
We prayed together for unity, wisdom, strength and grace for the 

staff. The Lord answered by bringing together two unique staff teams with a passion for TCKs 
(Third Culture Kids). Before each retreat we spent two days together at Lake Murray getting to 
know each other, training, being united in purpose and praying for the MKs and the retreat. The 
Lord used their lives, individual gifts and personalities to connect deeply with the MKs, pour 
hope and truth into their lives, and to energetically keep the group engaged throughout the re-
treat. 

We prayed for a safe trusting environment for the MKs to share their hearts and hurts and learn from one an-
other – the Lord answered! Thirty-seven quirky MKs, each with their own unique story and personality, ar-
rived at the retreats shy and unsure about whether they wanted to be there. Soon, as we began sharing our life 
stories and doing team building activities, the exciting adventures of a cross-cultural life mixed with the pain 
of many transitions were overflowing. Throughout the retreat the staff shared their stories and expertise as 
they taught on subjects such as identity and personality, American culture, handling negative emotions and 
cultivating healthy relationships. In small groups we delved deeper sharing fears about the future, past hurt 
and grief, present questions about life, and so much more. During free time we enjoyed board games, soccer, 
volleyball, rock climbing, archery, swimming, and playing music with an assortment of instruments.   

 
Finally, and perhaps most significantly, we prayed for the MKs to come with moldable hearts for the Holy Spirit to work in their 
lives and deepen their relationship with Christ. How beautifully the Lord answered! We had wonderful worship, devotions and per-
sonal quiet time. One of my greatest joys in working with TCKs is to share how in times of transition, when everything you know 
and love is torn away, the one thing that remains constant is your relationship and identity in Christ. The Lord spoke this truth into 
the hearts of many MKs this summer. Several MKs stated that the biggest thing they learned at the retreat was “the importance of 
finding my identity in Christ.” Here’s what others shared about finding their home and identity in Christ: “God will never forsake 
me.”  “I learned that it’s okay to hurt.”  “I never knew that it was okay to yell at God, or tell him how I felt.”  “God hears me and 
really is a friend that will listen and be there whenever I need Him.” 

 
Praise the Lord!! 
Reneé Durben, MK Re-entry Retreat Coordinator

  
  “I am truly blessed to have 

been part of this family” - an 
August MK 

“It is okay to be real with people. I 
was able to open up not only to 
people who cared, but to people 
who could partly understand be-
cause of their similar experience.” 
- an August MK 

“I learned that there 
are a whole bunch of 
people out there who 
are struggling with  
the exact same emo-
tions and  
issues that I am.”  
- a July MK 


